Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 52 later he was perfectly well. There was no deafness (Bezold-Edelmann Tone Series) and the site of cleavage was unrecognizable.
In some motoring accidents, a blow on the chin sometimes caused fracture of the tympanic plate, bleeding from the meatus without ruptured drum membrane, or permanent loss of hearing.
He recalled a case of war injury that he had watched during life and examined post mortem. A private soldier, aged 52, had a compound depressed fracture of the fronto-parietal region, and become deaf within a few minutes. He (Mr. Scott) examined him with Bezold-Edelmann forks within twenty-four hours. There was ha3morrhage into both tympanic cavities; one could see the blue colour through the intact drum membranes which were not bulging and there was no sign of external injury of the tympanic membrane. The man died a month afterwards, of meningitis. He (the speaker) removed both temporal bones which he subsequently decalcified. There was no fracture of the temporal bones or of the outer layers of the drum membranes, and he could not find the source of the haemorrhage. One could have understood why there should be blood in the tympanum if the drum membrane had been lacerated, or the temporal bone fractured.
Mr. J. N. Deacon said he thought that otitis media was common in cases of fracture. Of 236 cases of fractured skull, 85 were compound, 45 of them being compound through the middle ear. Of the latter, 12 patients died, none of meningitis. 33 of the cases survived, and of those 33, 11 had acute suppurative otitis. On 5 of them he performed the acute mastoid operation and all survived. In the operation cases there were various degrees of deafness-of the conductive type-but there was no tinnitus or vertigo.
Dr. Kelemen said that he had not seen such an extraordinary case as that shown by Mr. Sydney Scott in which brain tissue protruded from the external auditory meatus. He had shown one case of hamorrhage into the tympanic membrane, in which there was no bleeding into the meatus, no haemorrhage was found, or rupture of the tympanic membrane. In a few hours that patient recovered. In Mr. Scott's case there might have been a rupture of the tympanic layer of the drumhead.
Professor Nager said that in one of his accident cases he had found the incus in the external meatus.
The late Dr. J. S. Fraser showed a series of ten slides illustrating cases of injury to the ear. Six of these were cases of war injuries and four of cases of injury in civil life. John R., aged 9, had acute suppurative otitis media for three weeks, following a cold; this was the first attack of any trouble in the ears. On examination a tender red post-aural swelling was found.
Simple mastoidectomy was performed; the surface of the mastoid was much eroded, but no actual perforation of the cortex was found. The process proved to be a mere shell containing pus and the large sequestrum (representing the main mass of the cellular tissue); the lateral sinus lay exposed in the abscess. Although one freauently meets the word " necrosis " in descriptions of mastoid disease, it is rare to find a sequestrum, at least of the mastoid cells.
